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Battle of Passchendaele:
-Northwest of Ypres, Belgium

-July-November 1917

British General Haig and Commander Arthur Currie of the Canadian corps:

-Haig ordered Canadians to rescue failing British assault on Passchendaele

-Germans mowed down waves of British attackers in a sea of mud from their positions on higher ground

-The battlefield was a sea of mud: shells destroyed the drainage system and dams

-6,000 casualties so far

-Currie protested the objective of the attack was useless and would cost 16,000 Canadian casualties

-Haig insisted there were other reasons but would not explain

-Currie demanded time to prepare roads, platforms, and artillery gun replacements (for ones that were swallowed in the mud)

The Attack:

-Passchendaele was captured but they had to wait for reinforcements
Results:

-15,654 Canadian casualties

-Worst battle of the war for the Canadians

Haig’s objectives:

-Attack to keep pressure off the French army

-Recapture German u-boat bases in Flanders

-War off defeatism in Paris and London

Borden (June 1918):

-Furious about Currie’s reports about British generals’ incompetence

-Stormed at British Prime Minister Lloyd George, who in turn made his generals listen

-Result: Empire leaders sat down to map British strategy to end the war

